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I.—Forstax Porrrios. 


Tripura Hitaisht [Comilla) of the 8th March says: - : 

1 l in ite of all e to the oon A 
The Russo~/speneve war. there is 10 er gow the Christians hate the non- 
zatians. Not non-Christians only, but all Asiatics are objects of hatred to the 

ogg Asiatics are the conquered, and the whites the conquerors. The 

dark-skinned man is known in the society of the whites as a “nigger.” The 
ellow-skinned Chinese and Japanese are included in this class of ‘ niggers.” 

In Cape Colony, Chinamen and the Japanese are as ill-treated by the Whites as 

the Indians are. Nevertheless it is true that the yellow man is treated with a 

little more respect than the black man. And among the yellow-skinned races, 

ets 0 l 

— 42 of hearts never desire the advancement of Asiatics and the spread 

of their dominion. It is the aim and the determination of the whites to 

annex Asia, There is no inch of ground available in Europe. Where are the 
whites to look for their theatre of action and means of sustenance? That is 
why, like hungry lions, they are walking the wide world over, from end to end. 

Africa, America, and Australia have fallen into their grasp, so have large parts 

of Asia; China and Japan alone remain. a. 8 i 

Again, what are the European Powers thinking of, like the hypocrites they 
are? For France and Germany it would be an evil day if European supremacy 
should come to an end in Asia. If Russian power is displaced in the Far East, 
if China and Japan raise their heads, then the expectations of all the great 

Powers of Europe as to their coming in for a share of the spoils from the partition 

of China will be disappointed. If China becomes strong, and allies herself with 

Japan, then the Foreign Powers will suffer. Hence these Foreign Powers wish 

that China and Japan should remain helpless and so furnish a field for their 

activities. | 

Now has come a great crisis. What will happen if Russia is beaten by 

Japan? If Russia wins, England loses. If Russian supremacy in the East is 

strengthened, England will lose her position and pre ia, 

other hand, if Russia$is defeated, the other Powers (France, Germany, etc.), 
will surely unite in trampling Japan under foot, What will England doin that 
contingency? That Japan should be all-powerful, and should shine as the 

2 of the Asiatic firmament, cannot surely be pleasant for a Christian race. 

„in this war, the difficulties are equally great whether Japan wins or loses. 
A terrible dark cloud of danger looms before Japan. 
2. The Daily Hitavadi kene of the 13th March contains a cartoon on 

the situation in Tibet. A human figure with the 

Fos head of a goat, and with a smoking pipe in his 

hand, is represented as having a bear on one side and a lion on the other. In 

the letter- press Britain is said to act the part of a friend intent only on civilis- 
ing the barbarous Tibetan, and on adding to the world’s stock of geographical 
knowledge. Manchester piece-goods and wine are mentioned as among the chief 
of the blessings of civilisation. The letter-press ends with a warning to the 
Tibetans to be wise and keep themselves aloof from such unsolicited friendship, 


A cartoon. 


Il,—Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


3. The Pratinidhé [Comilla] of the 27th February contains a complaint 
against Mr. Corbett, the local District Superin 


Complaint against Mr. Corbett, qd tx Poli : 

District 8 é ent of Police. It appears that on Doljatra da 

Tippers. n sound of PoP. in the house of raed 
Dnuksahinaranjan Dutt annoyed Mr. Corbett who was 

passin The sounding ceased at his orders, but was renewed some time 


8 * 
aftter. 2. Corbett so far forgot himself that he came and smashed the drums, 
and threatened to assault the musicians, And all this when Dakshina Babu had 
a regular pass from the police. Of course, he dares not go to Court against a 
mp Suen local influence. Government onght not to shut its eyes to 


the largest share of respect. Still “ liberal-minded” Christians in 


estige in Asia. On the 


ton- 


Tawona Hrraisai, 
March 8tb, 1904. 


Daly HitavaDi, 
March 18th, 1904. 


PRATINIDHI. 
Feb. 27th, 1904, 


Hrvavadl. 
March 11th, 1904. 


a MiBIR-O-BUDHAKAR 
March llth, 1904, 


MinIR-0-BUDBAKAR, 


CHIRGURA 
VaRTAVABA, 


Feb. 28th, 1904. 


1 by the side of the M i 
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4. The Hitaradi [Caleutta] of the Ilth March contains an article 
headed “The doings of Corbett Anarchy 
lege sct of high-handed- in Comilla, in the course of which it says that on 
dent Of Police, Tippers. the morning of the last Doljaira day, while some 
; worship was being performed in the house of Babu 
Dakshina Charan Datta, of Kandirpar in Comilla town, to the accompaniment of 
drum-beating, Mr. Corbett, the District Superintendent of Police, was passi 
on his bicycle by the house. He told the drummers to stop beating their 
drums. His order was obeyed. But when a little later the drums were again 
beaten by order of the owner of the house, Mr. Corbett came back, entered the 
house, snatched away the drums and tore them up with his stick, and threw one 
of them into a odighbolitin ing tank. Tippera has not yet been transferred to 
Assam. If such a thing can 7 there now, what will not take place there 
after the transfer has been made? The writer brings the above facets to the 


notice of Government in order that it may promote Mr. Corbett, for the 


motion of high-handed officers is now the rule. To Mr. Corbett, the writer 
as only to say with the poet: — Pyari, you are a king’s daughter; whatever 
you do becomes you well.” 5 | 
5. A correspondent writes to the Mthir-o-Sudhakar res of the 11th 
: March of a young and rising doctor in Parkholabaria 
i act og nga toadeserv- in Nator. He has recently shot a tiger under cir- 
ies a cCumstances of great danger. He also kills on the 
average 6 or 7 tigers and about 200 wild bears in the year, and thus contributes 
greatly to the safety of the village. But the police, probably for want of 
sufficient bribing, are refusing to grant him a pass for a cartridge-loading gun, 
which he wishes to buy, as he finds I his present gun not so serviceable. _ 
6. The same paper contains allegations against the local police by a 
correspondent from Rudrapur police-station vid 


Baden in- b. f. Parten, in Baduria in the 24-Parganas district. 


i 


It is alleged that on the 22nd March last the 
correspondent was travelling to, the Baduria Adé on business in a bullock eart. 
For fear of being late, after going some way, he began to. travel on foot, 
leaving the cart in charge of his young son. Two constables now came up in 
succession, and refused to allow the carriage to pass unless they were paid four 
annas. The first man got two annas, which was all the boy had with him. 
The boy cannot, however, identify the two constables, he not having had the 
courage to look up at their faces, ci ae 


(5) — Working of the Courts. 


* 


7. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 28th February has the 
The Bande following Pe aa 
* * In connection with the construction of the new 
Bandel station many Europeans have come to Naldanga village. The public 
highway in front of their houses is constantly used by a large number of 
people. But owing to the savageness of the dogs kept by these Europeans 
the road has become impassable. Several persons have been actually bitten and 
some had narrow — On the 29th January last, Gholam Mahamed, 
a peon of the Hooghly Judge’s Court, was bitten by a dog belonging to 
Mr. Baron, a Signal Inspector. The dog, it is alleged, was set on by 
Mrs. Baron, who evidently regarded the affair as a joke. A summons was 
issued on Mr. Baron under section 289, 
‘The hearing of the case was fixed for the 10th February. The complain- 
ant was present with his witnesses, but the defendant was not. Accordingly 
the case was adjourned to the 12th. se ee ay a 
I be next day, the 11th February, at noon, the defendant turned u 
but the complainant was absent. The former was let off without bail and told 
Ee ae os at 1 1 „ 
_: ‘The case was tried by Mr. Counsell, a European Depu agistrate, on 
the 12th, The accused, instead of being leced in. the deck,” had a seat just 
» His friends also were similarly accommodated. 
The evidence of the Head-Constable of the Naldanga outpost, who 
wasan actual eye-witness, being material, and he not being present, the 
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tear for the complainant ‘prayed for an adjournment till his appearance 
i ee Tbe Magutrate expressed an opinion against granting adjournment 


ate seed an n agai 
in summons cases generally, and in this particular case consented. to wait 


till a quarter to three. Considering the short time allowed by the ea 


Head-Constable ‘was brough 18€ ble an ) 
aye of the complainant. But the Magistrate found that Golam Mahamed 
had been bitten by a dog, but there was no proof that he was bitten b 
the dog yyy Bet the accused, Consequently the accused was acquitted. 
It is enough that Golam was not made to pay the costs of the suit as a reward 
for his presumption in bringing a charge against a European. 5 

8. The Jasohar [ Jessore] of the 9th March statgs, on the authority of a 
correspondent, that the Subdivisional Officer of 


ht at immense trouble and gave. his evidence 


Complaint against the Subdivi- Tamluk instead of holding his Court in the Court- 
sional Dicer of Tanto room, in his office dress, sits in the private room 
on the floor with a pillow to recline on, and in native costume. There is no 
witness-box nor any accommodation for the vakils or mulhtears in this room. 
A Court shonld be accessible to the public, but constables, acting under 
instructions, sometimes harass people and prevent them from getting access 
to this room. | 5 oa ee 
9. The Kasipur Nivasi (Barisal of the 9th March says: mia 
3 Almost all the judicisl officers now stationed 
Complaint sgainst some judicial at Barisal have a good name. They all attend 
7 their Courts at the proper time. But in some cases, 
although they come to Court at the regular hour, they spend too much 
time in their private chambers and come into the Court-room so late in the 
day as at 2 or 3 p.m. All this time the peshkar acts as a substitute. In spite 
of the fact that they spend all these hours in their own private rooms, it 
takes them six to seven months to give a decision after the gy hg a Case. 
All this is greatly to the inconvenience of both suitors and their vakils. . 
: 10. The Pratikar [Boren] of the 11th March observes that the exist- 
ence of 
— subdivision in Ber- the people who reside in the eastern parts of the 
. Murshidabad district, For the purpose of litigation 
they have to undergo the trouble and expense of a journey to Berhampur 
as before. Again, Lalbagh is only six miles from Berhampur, and the railway 
about to be opened will make communication between the two places easy. So 


he Lalbagh subdivision does not benefit 


JASOHAR, 


KasiPvs Nrvasr, 
- March 9th, 1904, 


Pain. 
March 11h, 1904. 


that if the head - quarters of the Lalbagh subdivision. are to be remoyed, they 


should be removed to some place like Goas or Dokmal, more distant from the 


sadar station. The criminal trials at Lalbagh might then be conducted by 


a Bench Court as before. And the people of the eastern parts would greatly 
benefit by the existence of a Court at Goas or Dokmal. If, however, Govern- 
ment does not establish a new subdivision at Goas, then we should prefer 
a continuance of the existing arrangements. f 1 


11. The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 12th: March publishes the following 


3 in English: — | 
X. ata Ser the he post of an Honorary Magistrate on the 
Ped ER hts Asansol Bench has' lately become vacant and the 
Asansol public are anxiously 
up the vacancy. 

Or 


ca 
School Committee. 
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Daur Hrravant, 12. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 15th March, in noticing the 
March 19th, 1000, 5 proposéd new appointments in the Calcutta Police 
Ph in the Calcutta Police Bourt donsequent on the resignation of Mr. Abdur 
ge Rahim, ys: : Ley 
We do not know if the promotion of Mr. Buzlul Karim is a ease of good 
luck rather than of fitness; nor do we say anything as to the fitness of the 
Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Singh. The point is, instead of two Barristers in the 
Police Court as before, we have now a Civilian and two Deputy Magistrates. 
Will 1 N tell us why Government has taken this sudden dislike to Barrister- 


n, 13. The Rangpur Wen r of the 11th March says: 
VanraBaua, | e many applications and affidavits made 
March 11th, 1904. The caso of Garet Gin Ray inst Babu Bipin Chandra n b 
ti 6 Als elder brother, Babu Sarat Chandra Ray, wit 
the object of getting him pronounced an idiot, have been declared false by all 
the Courts. Phe learned Magistrate, Mr. P. C. Mitter, says on this point: 
“T must, however, observe in this connection that Sarat Chandra’s allegation that he is 
an idiot was a maliciously false statement. } 
The Sub- Judge says :— | 
“The application which he has now made, saying that Bipin Chandra was a born insane, 
was therefore preposterous on the very face of it. Besides, I have examined Bipin Chandra 
Rey Chowdhury to-day. The manner in which he gave his evidence before me clearly 
indicated that he possesses an intelligence above the ave intelligence. In stating in his 
application that Bipin Chandra Ray was a born insane, I think Sarat Chandra Ray has made 
a deliberately false statement, which he supported by a false affidavit. For that he deserves 
criminal prosecution. But I would not, however, sanction such a prosecution.” | 
It is unnecessary to say more. The reader will understand that Sarat 
Babu brought a false charge against Bipin Babu. The Judge writes that Sarat 
Babu ought to be criminally prosecuted, but does not order his prosecution. 
i We see from the above passage that Sarat Babu made false statements, and 
if adduced false evidence to deprive his brother of his property. The other 
1 Judges did not charge Sarat Babu criminally. But the Judge, Mr. K. N. 
19 5 Ray, after charging Sarat Babu criminally, withdrew the charge. Why? It is 
; N true the sharistadar could not take down an affidavit, but the case might have 
been conducted on the evidence of the Sub- Judge and the Magistrate, who have 
both declared Sarat Babu's complaint false. 
The Judge, Mr. K. N. Ray, after r Babu criminally, withdrew 
the charge by a letter. We wish to know if this was done at his own instance 
or at the instance of the accused. , 95 
Just before the above suit was instituted, Sarat Babu borrowed the sums 
stated below. Why did he borrow such a large amount? When no accounts 
have been kept, the money must have changed hands privately. Who will now 
divulge the secret? Can the Administrator say who has the money now? 
Does the Judge know anything of this? 
Sarat Babu borrowed the following notes :— 
From Raja Janaki Ballabh— 
Rupees 1,000 each.— 271484, 60273, 73246, 66124, 75008, 74737, 
38529, 72278, 75907, 75385, 73247, 77458, 74636, 70182, 
60006, 69466, 74541, 42684, 72695, 73398, 59919, 62318, 
73436, 58358, 50401, 68194, 11731, 71426, 70419, 77461, 
73513, 73511, 72688, 70406, 98086, 68085, 68085, 75037, 
59,225. 
Rupees 500 each.— 121660, 21659, 21658, 21657. 


Rupees 1,000 each.— 271751, 86285, 85857, 85858, 58541, 58,542. 
Bs 4 | | Rupees 1,000.— “16016. : | 5 


We shall speak about these notes in our next issue. 
oe aoe: — ce Sarat Babu 's death the estate has passed i 
u 


1 . The accounts show the income of this estate as Rs. 1, 00 
: @ Deducting Rs. 48,000 for sadar revenue, there remains Ra. 02, 000. Half of this 
. 3 (Rs. 31,000) belongs to Sarat Babu and the other half to Bipin Babu. But ths 


0 


* 
\ 
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Rs. 31,000 is the income as shown on paper. Tha actual receipts are Rs. 20,000. 


Out of this small annual income, the dAministrator gets Rs. 300 and the 
Manager Rs, 100 as pay. In addition there are other charges. The pay of 
these two officers amount to Rs. 4,800 annually ; that is, about one-fourth: of 
the revenue of the estate is absorbed in paying only two of its officers. We 
shall be glad if the property 1s saved by making a reduction in the salary of 
one or both of these officers. ae 5 

14. The same paper, in noticing the rumoured transfer of Mr. K. N. 

Ray from Rangpur, says: — 

Rumoured transfer of Mr. K. The flame which he has needlessly kindled in 
—— |. this place has charred and will ever char the face 
of the Bengalis. We are our own worst enemies. What can Government do ? 

15. The same paper says:— a 55 
A local pleader, Babu Joges Chandra Mazumdar, 

The case between = Judge was requested to give evidence in the case between 
and the Magistrate at engPu- the Judge and the Magistrate. It is said, on the 
authority of Joges Babu, that the Judge summoned him to his private residence 
and said that if he refused to give evidence against the Magistrate, he (the 
Judge) as well as the Doctor saheb would lose their posts. 

16. The Samey [Calcutta] of the 11th March says: — 
3 8 With great joy we announce the acquittal o 
eS ee Mr. Tilak, The Bombay High Court have by their 
decision vindicated the fair fame of British justice, and have left room for 
hope in the minds of this down-trodden race. In the estimation of Indians, 
the High Courts are the only palladiums of justice in this country, This case 
has only proved the truth of that estimate and put it on a firmer basis. But 
not even the united sympathy of the three hundred millions of India will 
make up to Tilak for the mental agony and pecuniary loss he had to undergo 
during the trial. We trust bis trials and tribulations are now ended. | 
17. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th March thus comments on the 
* oo acquittal of Mr. Tilak :— „„ eb 
3 All India has been pleased at the news of 


Mr. Tilak's acquittal, But one cannot but feel deeply for the immense trouble 
and expense to which Mr. Tilak had to submit to clear himself from charges 


brought only because the Bombay Government was ill-advised and the 
oficials wished to give vent to their spleen. Government directed. the 
conduct of the case, although there was no evidence in corroboration of 
the charges against Mr. Tilak; it wasted the public money by appointing 
a special Magistrate and engaging Barristers for the trial of an unimportant 
issue; and it has promoted instead of degrading the trying officer, who 
throughout displayed an undue bias for the prosecution. Is all this a matter 
of credit? Will the public faith in the justice of the British Government 
remain unshaken after all this ? 1 . . 
_ Tilak fell under the displeasure of the officials and was punished as a 
seditious offender. But his brain has not been dulled, his manliness has not 
suffered, and his name has not been tarnished by the rigorous imprisonment 
he was made to undergo wrongfully. The authors of his punishment are only 
incensed the more at this. | ar | 
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Admitting Tilak’s guilt for the moment, where was the need of taking him 


to prison handcuffed ? Would he have escaped on the way? Why, then, this 


veedless indignity? Did it not, after all, make the meanness of the officials 
manifest rather than bring any disgrace upon Tilak. When the sentence was 


pronounced, there was no time left to offer bail. The Court was closed on 
the next day also. Was this selection of the time accidental or made on 
purpose? What are people to think of all these things? Does all this induce 
any confidence in the methods of justice? Does it induce any real respect for 
the Judges? : : | 
Mr. Tilak got his release in the High Court. But what if there had been 
no High Court? What if Tilak had not the means to carry the case on to the 
High Court? What if he had to be content with the decision. of the two 


lower Courts? ‘The High Court Judges have distinctly declared that Mr, Tilak | 


is quite free from guilt. They have ordered his release and the refund of the 


What recompense has Mr. Tilak got for all this persecution, indignity, . 


harassment, and expense? One can easily guess how narrow is the path of 
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justice, where the innocent are or may be punished in this way. If Mr, Tilak 
were not a Maratha Brahman possessed of moral courage, if he had not 
offended the officials by his outspokenness and by what he did in connection 
with the Sivaji celebration and the famine, would he have, to undergo all these 
trials, Outspokenness and manliness are not held in honour here ; Government 
honours only those despicable beings who lick others’ feet. Exceptions to this | 
state of things are rarely, if ever, met with. : 

Many do not thank the Government for this release of Mr. Tilak.’ 
Unpopular laws, they say, are being enacted on all sides; the officials are 
coming to be hated by the people; the sounds of war are being heard in the 
near distance. Under these circumstances, Government thinks that it is not 
expedient to harass Mr. Tilak more vigorously just now and that the lesson 
he has already had will prove sufficient for him. The Courts are not places for 
trial, but engines of persecution. 3 

If this idea gains a firm hold of the mind of any section of its subjects 
will that be a matter of credit to the Government? However unfounded such 
an idea may be, there is no doubt that it springs from fear and distrust of the 
officials. The old expectations of obtaining justice under British government 
are becoming feebler and feebler. It is certainly most regrettable that such 
should be the feelings of the subjects towards their rulers. 

In conclusion, we shall be indeed glad if the influence of Tilak’s unlucky 
star is removed even now, if the officials do not again earn infamy by trying 
to persecute him, if they are better advised, and if they are ashamed for what 
they did. | 

. 18. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th March, in announcing 
| the acquittal of Mr. Tilak, says:— 

Chief Justice Sir Lawrence .Jenkins deserves 
our heartfelt thanks. The money which Government wasted on the prosecu- 
tion came out of the life-blood of the people. Mr. Tilak also is ruined. 
However, it is a matter of congratulation that he has been declared not guilty 
and free from blame. | 


f 


Acquittal of Mr. Tilak. 


(a) - Education. 


19. The Khulna [ Khulna } of the 10th March proposes that Khulna should 
8 be made an examination centre of the Calcutta 
Khulna as an examination University. The reasons adduced in support of the 
centre. 3 
proposal are— 


(1) The existence of a local college and many schools which contain a 
large number of students. 
(2) The chance of a breakdown in the health of the students in having 
| to go to a new place like Calcutta after a spell of hard work 
and at a change of season. 
(3) The special unhealthiness of Calcutta at the time of holding the 
examinations. | 


20. An Assam teacher writing in the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 10th 
ok March complains of the intolerable hardship to 
The teachers and physical exery which all teachers in Assam have been subjected by 
| order of the Chief Commissioner that they should 
all learn the native system of physical exercise with a view to teaching such 
exercise to their pupils. In issuing the order the Chief Commissioner ought to 
have considered whether the physique of every teacher, no matter what his 
age, will allow of his going through jumping and other forms of violent 
exercise which form part of the system, and whether the teachers will not 
consider it humiliating to their self-respect to go through ludicrous postures of 
the body in the presence of their pupils. Could not the Assam Government, 
asks the correspondent, spare a few hundred rupees to employ an exercise 
master in every school on a salary of Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 a month’? 

21. A correspondent of the Mahima [Calcutta] of the 11th March makes 
The Kindergarten system in the the following observations in connection with the 

. vernacular schools. teaching imparted in the vernacular schools :— _ 


(1) In the lower-class schools the teachers have no knowledge of or 
4 bY with the Kindergarten system of training inaugurated 
by the Director of Public Instruction. The instruction given 
from time to time by the Deputy Inspectors when on their 


inspection tours is all that is received. 


* 


* 


\ \ ‘ \ 
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(2) Students are made to go through drill with empty stomachs, just 
before the school breaks up. 
(3) Except in some few of the lower-class schools, which employ draw- 
ing masters passed from the training school, the students act 
as their own drawing masters. The Deputy Inspectors possess 
no special knowledge in this subject and can render no aid. 
There should be special Deputy Inspectors to inspect drawing- 
work. Again, even in some of the aided higher English schools, 
the provision for instruction in drawing or drill is either non- 
hypthen existent or at least inadequate. ss 


: Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 11th March observes, 
1 vid that theve is * ol tol. which gets a grant-in-aid 
Complaint against a fol in Rang: of Rs. 50 from the District Board, but does not 
pur. conform to the rules of the Education Department. 
Both Dr. Martin and 8 Inspector Addinath Mittra objected at different 
is grant being made. 
“The Rangeley {Caloutte) of the 15th March has the following :— 
Who is to be Vice-Chancellor of the University 
The Vice-Chancellorship of the in the place of Mr. Raleigh who is going home? 
— | According to the Bengalee, Dr. Gurudas Banerji is 
the fittest man for the post. But he filled it on two previous occasions, Ifa 
Bengali is tohave the post, the name of Dr. Asutosh Mukerji first suggests itself. 


is worthy of this honour; and we should be glad to hear of his appointment 
1 If an Englishman is to be selected, then we should like to 


suggest the name of Mr. Risley. He is learned, wise, and acute. He is the 
man for the post. But who will listen to our suggestions? 


24. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th March criticises the papers on 


English Literature, Grammar and Translation set 
in the last Entrance examination :— 

(1) There were some printing mistakes which 
were misleading to some boys at least. This was inexcusable, as examiners 
are handsomely paid for setting papers. . 3 

(2) There are in the translation papers several instances of illogical and 
ungrammatical Bengali which remind one of the language of Mother Siegel's 
Syrup pamphlets. , 

25. The Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 12th March says :— 

Every year the University contributes to our 
amusement by furnishing us with new and laugh- 
able specimens of Bengali. But what is meat for 
us is posion for the poor students. The University cannot plead ignorance of 
this fact, for every year the newspapers echo with denunciation of its new 


Question-papers in the Entrance 
examination. 


Bad Bengali in the University 
Entrance examination paper. 


style of language. Evidently the University thinks that this should be the 


model of its purged and refined Bengali. 
In that case the Beecham’s Pills price-list or the Mother Siegel’s 
Curative Syrup”: pamphlet should be made the text-book for the Entrance 
examination. These are the best books to teach this style of language. The 
Universities Bill should contain a clause to this effect. Or if those books are 


found unsuited, the examiner who set this paper may be authorised to write 


one, and make future students curse their ill-luck, The University should not 
lose this opportunity of adding for all time a shining gem to the collection of 
Bengali Literature. It is our firm belief that the authorities will soon acquire 
rare distinction by making such an excellent arrangement to teach Bengali to 
Bengali youths. Of course, there is no doubt that the books which are now 
written under Government instructions for the Primary and Middle Vernacular 
examinations are doing a good deal in this direction. But that is a slow process, 
and (might hinder the acquisition by the students of a Bengali fit for the 
University. We therefore appeal to the University with all earnestness that 
it should soon publish some books fit to teach“ University Bengali.” Other- 
wise the future of Bengali students would be ruined. 

In all seriousness we ask: Is all this the result of cool deliberation or of 
sheer inadvertence? Would it hurt the dignity of the University if the 
Bengali of its question papers were real correct Bengali? Or cun it be that in 


3 


all this Bengali-speaking country there is no single examiner who can set a 
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ve near it, as is alleged by the mill- owners. 


paper in 8 Bengali? We do not know what answer the authorities will 
return. The plea is in some cases put forward that it is all the result of care- 
lessness. But instances of carelessness repeated any number of times cannot 
well be justified. This sort of question · paper was first set in 1891 and the 
farce has been repeated all these thirteen or fourteen years. Instead of any 
improvement, there has been a steady deterioration in this matter all along. 


From his knowledge of the language the examiner would seem to have 
learned his Bengali in Otaheite. The University should import a new Bengali 
grammar and dictionary from Honolulu. 


What is the use of adducing instances in support? It is all a cry in the 
wilderness. We can only pray God to teach the University better ways. 
26. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 13th March has the following :— 
ees ; long, well-conceived and well-written educa- 
on Risley’s educational Resolu- tional resolution of the Government of India has 
. been published over Mr. Risley's signature. 
Lord Curzon is resolved to remove the defects that have crept into the 
educational system, and he has invited the opinion of all educated and thought- 
ful Indians on that point. In response to this appeal of His Excellency we shall 
make a few demands which may perhaps appear unreasonable, and when we see 
how many of these Government is prepared to grant we shall speak out our mind. 
What we demand are (1) the spread and development of our mother-tongue; 
(2) the progress and improvement of Sanskrit education ; (3) a total abolition of 
the present competitive system of examination; (4) arrangements for moral 
training in the Government schools and the establishment of separate schools 
and hostels for separate religious sects; (5) publication in the vernacular 
languages of books treating of European science; (6) training in gymnastics, 
cudgel-playing and fencing in the native style; and (7) caste-distinction in 


education. 


We see from the Resolution published by Government that Government 
is prepared to develop the vernacular languages, to place restrictions on the 
present competitive system of 1 NN , to introduce moral training and to 
re- introduce gymnastics, and we thank it heartily for this. When Government 
is aiding missionary institutions, why should it not aid Hindu and Musalman 
institutions as well as institutions founded by the other religious sects? On 
the contrary, Government should enforce religious teaching and the residential 
system both as regards Professors and students in the private educational 
institutions. Why should not the Brahmo religion be taught in the City and 
Albert Colleges and the Hindu religion in the Ripon, Metropolitan, and Banga- 


_vasi Colleges? We shall be very glad if Government keeps a sharp eye on this. 


matter. 


z (e) Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


27. The Vaidik {Khulna} of the 5th March notices the importation of a 


3 case of true plague from Bankipur into Khulna, 
wae and the local and complains of the defective conservancy 
arragements of the local Municipality. 


28. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
| th March contains the following from à local 
roposed sale of a public road 


ool correspondent : -- 
eee | The Managing Agents of the Victoria Mills at 
Bhadreswar have recently purchased three plots of land to build new mills on. 


* 


A road runs through these plots which leads to a ghat which is a sacred place 


for the Hindus. In 1900 the mill-owners attempted to acquire possession of 
this public road from the local Municipality, but were overruled by the Distriot 
Magistrate on a representation by the local Rate-payers’ Association. But in 
December last they got some of the Municipal. Commissioners to declare that. 

they had no objection to parting with the above road and ghat, and now they 
have addressed the Local Government, through their Solicitors, for permission to 
buy up the land under section 6 (1) of the Land Acquisition Act. Government 
should inquire if the road is used by the general public or only by those who 


4 
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The same paper says :— : | N „ 
ö 1 an 5 15 A specially deputed representative of our 
Septic tanks at Shamnager and paper reports that there are septic tanks in two. 
Telinipara. hak mil in Shamnagar and Telinipara, against the 
distinct orders of the Bengal Government to the contrary. At Shamnagar the 
tank is placed very near the public road. At Telinipara the water from the 

discharged into the river, which emits a foul smell for the time. We do 
not know if the Magistrate of Hooghly saw these tanks during his recent visit to 
the mills. We hope he will interfere. Be 13 

30, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 10th March complains that every year 

- Chittagong town suffers from scarcity of water 
Water-scarcity in Chittagong from the end of winter to the commencement of the 
— rains. There are three fresh-water springs in the 
town, viz-, Badartalau, Sital Jharna, and Jamalkhan’s Jharna. Only one of 
these, the Sital Jharma, is easy of access, but even this is drawn upon for other 
purposes. Consequently the inhabitants drink the pulluted water of the tanks 
which exist in the more populous parts of the town. The arrangements made 
by the Port and Railway authorities for their supply of water have only added to 
the difficulties of the townspeople. Steamers and.other vessels should no 
longer be allowed to supply themselves from the Sital Jharma, but should be 
made to resort the Badartalau. The water which would thus be saved would be 
enough for the whole town. Again, much of the water of the Jamalkhan spring 
is now wasted, This also must be utilised in supplying the town. The 
municipal expenses will no doubt be immensely increased if better arrangements 
have to be made for the water-supply. But by the recent assessments the 
income of the Municipality will also be increased by ten thousand rupees. 


31. The Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 10th March says that the Bengal 
Government’s proposed grant of Rs. 50 to each of 

ee Government's grant some selected villages for the improvement of their 
sr oto - sanitution will be quite inadequate for the purpose 
for which the money will be granted. The grant, moreover, will be made 
on the condition that the zamindars and raiyats will raise among them- 
selves the additional amount. that would be required. The clearing of jungle, 
re-excavation of tanks, and filling up of pits, etc., will require a very large 
amount; and Government wants to throw the whole cost on the people after 
making a trifling contribution from its own exchequer. Government can spend 
money when itis required for sending expeditions to foreign countries, but can 
find none to save the lives of its subjects, oa | ee 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 
32. The Jasohar [Jessore } of the ye March complains of the inconveni- 
5 : ence caused to intending passengers to Calcutta 
the Bengal Central Eee on py the abolition of the ex rele tele on the Bengal 
oe Central Railway since Jan last. This alteration 
is said to have been made in the interests of passengers to Chittagong, 


Darjeeling, Krishnagar, etc. But passengers by the Goalundo Mail and 
passengers from Krishnagar arrive at Bongong at 7-30 and have to wait there 
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March 9th, 1904. 
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JasonaR, 
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for the up train from Calcutta till 1-30 in the morning, exposed to all the 


 Inclemencies of the weather. A correspondent mentions, as a specific case, h 
on the 22nd Falgun last, on his way from Ranaghat to J pal with ee 


others was drenched in a shower of rain in the open shed at Bongong. The 


Railway authorities should remedy this public grievance. 


33. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 11th March mentions 
an instance of incivility on the part of the station- 
master at Kharda on the Eastern Bengal State 
l . 3 2 Railway. On the 15th Faun last, a native lad 
* ney! bi sed ne 1 passengers by the train which leaves Kharda 
t 3 p. u. (Caleu i i 1 a i i 
i melt 1 ter seeing the three women safe into a carriage, 
re station-master now came, and after abusing the lad, pull him down on 
the platform, saying, “The compartment is for females.” Nothing was said 


Incivility of the station- 
4 Kbard. the station- master 


Met 


a compartment occupied by three other gentlemen, 


Hrravapt, 
March llth, 1904. 
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about the three other gentleman present. The train left before the lad could 


find a seat elsewhere. He was 


loud vent to his distress. | 
34. A correspondent of the same paper shows how railway regulations are 
by the railway employés themselves, 
Lately one day when the 12-27 train was about to 


HitavaDi, 
March IIth, 1904. 


: Violation of railway regulations 


by railway officials. 


absent booking-clerk was seen smoking in a room, over whose doors was the 


violated 


even threatened with police custody for givi 


leave Kharda station, a man who represented the 


notice, Smoking in this room is not allowed.“ 
35. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 12th March makes the follow. 
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YX 


Com 
Amita 


t Railway. 


laint against the Howrah- 


ing observations re 
the Howrah-Amta Light Railway :— 


garding the mismanagement of 


(1) The monthly extra payment to railway servants for uniforms has 


been sto 


(2) Housing arrangements for the staff are inadequate, although in some 
places on the line no houses are to be had, even on payment 


of a fair rent. 


for office 


4 


of the tanks adjoining the stations. 
(5) Latrine arrangements are absent throughout. 
(!.) Passengers are sometimes compelled to travel in open trucks. 


36. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th March complains of overcrowd- 


ing of passengers and also of defective tel 


The office rooms on the stations are too small 

purposes. 

3) The rolling-stock is quite insufficient. : 

Except at one or two stations, there is no supply of drinking-water, 
it 


Passengers have to content themselves with the heated water 


| 6 h 
Central Bail against the Bengal arrangements on the Bengal Central 2 


Railway. 
instead of to Gobardanga 


finally to Calcutta. Mr. 
line to Gobardanga. 


The telegraph wire now run u 


to Dattapukur 


as before. A message from Gobardanga to Caléutta 
has now to travel 3 first to Chandpara, thence to Bongong, and 
857 


Stap 


the Agent, is asked to extend the telegraph 


37. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura} of the 13th March says that the 


Railway arrangements at Hoogh-. 
ly station. 


following suggestions, which 
convenience of the public:— 


(1) All up and down trains should touch at Bandel, and all “ Burdwan 


Hooghly railway station has been split up into 
three new stations, viz, Hooghly, Chinsura, and 


Bandel Junction, cr if Hooghly Ghat is also 
included, into four. The attention of the Railway authorities is drawn to the 


\ 


local trains” should touch at Hooghly and Chinsura. 
(2) Both the loop mails and all through passenger trains (up and down) 
should stop at Chinsura. 


(3) The up and down platforms of the Chinsura station should be roofed 


over. 


(4) The unsatisfactory 


should be looked to. 


(5) If 8 co 
istri 


should be 


Complaint against the Contai 


steamer service. 


to the action of the seran 


6 gers 
= needlessly prevented from getting into the steamer. . Unless the Steamer 


ompany take care to improve the manners of their servants, the line 


never become paying. 


39. The Charu Mihir ¶ 


N N. : 
A protest mee ing. 
} ae 


the 


condition of the ove 


, if acted upon, will, it is believed, conduce to the 


rbridge at Chinsura station 


ies of a Bengali translation of the time-table 
uted or sold at Chinsura station. | 
88. The Nihar (Contai] of the 15th March complains against the mis- 

| management of the Contai steamer service. 
gives an. account of how, on the 7th March last, 
passengers had to go without their food owing 


It 


g of the steamer; and how, owing to his dilatoriness, 
the journey was unnecessarily prolonged over two days, and certain 


(h)— General. ae 


rotest 
deld at 


0 
* 


okadahara on the 21st Faun last. 


can 
* 


5 \ , 
Mymensingh] of the 8th March notices a meeting to 
2 the proposed partition of Bengal, 


? 
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The same paper replies to the nine points raised in Lord Carzon’s 
9 6 Carson's East Bengal E Bengal speeches on the partition ques- 
pesches. tion: ep ee VVV ( 
(1) That all fears regarding the abolition of the permanent settlement 
are groundless. | | i 


a ; 


Nobody ever thought there would be a total abolition by means of a 


definite enactment. We feared interference with and . curtailment of rights 
which the zamindars owe directly to the existence of the permanent settlement. 
Numerous instances of such curtailment have occurred in Sylhet, in spite of 
the assurances given by Lord Northbrook-at the time of the separation of 
that district from Bengal, to the effect. that the existing laws would be 
maintained. | | ee : 
(2) That the eh of Dacéa and Mymensingh will not lose the benefit 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act and other like beneficial laws. | 
The example of Sylhet shows the value of such assurances as to existing 
rights. And as for any further rights which may be conferred in future on 
the tenantry of Bengal, the Mymensingh and Dacca people will not necessarily 
participate in them. The difficulty and inconvenience of having different sets 
of laws for different provinces will, as in the case of Sylhet, lead to attempts 
at uniformity regardless of local peculiarities. 


(3) That the people have been told that they would have to serve as 
coolies in the tea-gardens if the annexation should take place. 
Nobody ever said any such thing. But from the fear such a prospect has 


produced in the minds of the villagers, Lord Curzon will get an insight into the 


real lot of the ‘tea-garden cooly. 


(4) That Government makes these proposals so as to be better able to 
provide for the tea-planters as Managers of estates under the 


management of the Court of Wards. 


The undue favour shown to the indigo-planters in Bihar lends colour to 
such a supposition. 5 “I | 


(5) That the new districts will not be governed by military officers. 


Even though there are no military officers, the functions of Judge and 
Magistrate are combined in one person in Assam, If these men are appointed 
to the new districts, they cannot be expected to master the intricacies of the 
Bengal land laws. The alternative is to borrow officers from Bengal. They 
cannot naturally be of the best. 1 5 

Again, in Assam the Chief Commissioner may authorise the heads of 
districts to pass all sentences, except a sentence of death or rigorous impri- 
sonment, for over seven years. hes | 
uncivilised races, do not ht , adhere strictly to the law. They cannot be 
expected to work satisfactorily in the more advanced districts. 1 ben 
the existence of the jury system ‘would be at the mercy of the Chief 
missioner. Great ‘difficulties are sure to arise if the same procedure is sought 
to be applied to races in different stages of civilisation. es 

(6) That the public works cess of these districts will be spent locally 

| 2 will not be diverted for the purpose of opening up jungly 
ssam. ioe . 

We do not attach any value to this assurance. Dacca and: Mymensingh 

are going to be amalgamated with Assam rage pad in the interests of the 


latter. If the revenues of Aseam were ample for its development, where would 
be the need of this hateful separation ? 


(7) That when the eier has been constructed, Shillong will be no 
more inaccessible than Darjeeling. 6 
The question is, when is the railway to be constructed ? 


0 


in, 
Com- 


e officers, ea, | to their contact with 
a 
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(8) “a independent ser vice would be recruited from Engl én a kor = 


A separate staff would then have to be kept up for the five . 
for the officers of the non- regulation districts would not be able 
with the difficult and intricate points of the Bengal law. There 


- 
\ 


40 Ken 


is the other 
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alternative of borrowing from Bengal. But this is objectio nable on many 
grounds. 7 


Even the addition of the new districts will not provide sufficient funds for 


* 


the Assam Government to pay its officers on the Bengal scale. 


(9) That the money of Daeca and Mymensingh will not be spent in 
pensions to the members of the Assam Civil Service. 8 
This cannot be, prevented for there will be only one treasury for the whole 


province. 


TCnato Mm, 


March Sth, 1904. 


Sansivant, 
March 10th, 1904. 


41. The same paper contains the following on the partition ques- 
tion :— 8 | 
Tho Assamese on the partition It is in the prospective interests of backward 
—_— ts Assam that the Government of India proposes to 
detach Dacca and Mymensingh from Bengal and unite them to Assam, Like 
the people of East Bengal, the Assamese also dread this unsolicited favour. 
They dread being swamped by the more advanced people of these two new 
districts. They have held public meetings to protest against this proposal. 
For instance, the Assam Association resolved that~ __ i 

(1) the new province could not possibly have a self-contained Civil 

: service; 
(2) the Chittagong port need not be under the Assam administration to 

enable Assam to get the benefits of the port; 
(3) the Bengal form of administration is too highly developed, legalised, 
and impersonal for Assam. | ; 


Government ought to abandon a a which is equally distasteful to the 
Bengalis and the Assamese. It would not hurt the prestige of the immensely 
powerful British Government to listen to the pathetic cries of a helpless 
ople. If Government carries out its proposals at the point of the sword, 
it will be only at the cost of its own reputation in the eyes of the 
le. : oe 
Sh We trust Lord Curzon will at his leisure think over all these points. - 
42. The Sanjivant eee the 10th March writes as follows: | 
5 1 Bon 4 2 Curzon * come — to Calcutta, after 
The proposed fown He * making long speeches in Dacca, Chittagong. and 
ing om the partition question. Mymensingh and after holding ont — in the 
two latter places. Notwithstanding his speeches and threats, East and West 
Bengal have combined to hold a protest meeting in the Calcutta Town Hall. 
I. ord Curzon took his body-guard to Mymensingh. A company of military 
lice, sixty strong, furnished with rifles and cartridges, also went from 
Hooghly to Mymensingh during His Excellency’s visit, When the Viceroy 
was delivering his speech, the military aon with loaded rifles stood outside 
the place surrounding all, and the body-guard stood in a crescent inside, 
protecting His Excellency. Lord Curzon commenced to deliver his speech, 
stick in hand, and, flourishing his stick over his head, said that he could ca: 
out his wish by a stroke of the pen. But neither his speech, nor the flouri 
of his stick, nor the appearance of the body-guard and the military police 
could make the pores of East Bengal change their views, A public meeting 
was held at Mymensingh soon after Lord Curzon’s departure, under the 
residency of Kumar Upendra Chandra Chaudhuri, and was attended by the 
Maharaja of Mymensingh and other leading people. The meeting was 
unanimous in its opinion that the people of Mymensingh would not be able to 
sever their connection with Bengal even if Assam were raised to a Lieutenant- 
Governorship and were provided with a Legislative Council. Lord Curzon’s 
speeches have thus failed to make Dacca, Mymensingh, and Chittagong turn 
traitors to their country. ee? 

No one has ever seen the like of the monster meeting which is going 
to be held in the Town Hall in Calcutta on the 18th March next. The 
meeting will be attended by 150 people from Tangail and by a large number 
of people from other parts of Mymensingh, and from Dacca and the Chittagong 
Division. Many places in West l, too, will send representatives to it. 
Houses have ad me. 1 . 45 ee 1 * the residence of the 
mufassal representatives. The East Bengal people have alread t fifty 
thousand rupees, on this agitation, and tiey will spend thirty . more 


* 
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f saving their native pla. ae 5 
a Caloutts, too, has heartily joined in the agitation. Four hundred rupees 
will be spent in issuing the Sheriff's notification convening the meeting, and 
about @ thousand rupees will be spent for the meeting itself, It is rumoured 
that many bazars will be closed in Calcutta on that day. The people, 
educated and uneducated, rich and poor, will come to the meeting to shed tears 
at the feet of their mother-country. : 

Lord Curzon said that it was at the request of the 1 Associa- 
tion that many. thousands of pore gathered at Mymensingh and held meetings 
in many places. We ask is Excellency, under whose instigation is the 
Town Hall meeting in Calcutta going to be held? If His Excellency wants 
to convince himself of the reality of the discontent which prevails, let him 
do one thing—let him instruct the police to forbid everybody from attending 
the Town Hall meeting. If this order is obeyed and no: one attends the 
meeting in pursuance of it, then shall we ourselves admit that the agitation 
is fictitious. But, if the order is not obeyed and thousands of people attend 
the meeting, in spite of the order, then will His Excellency admit the 
genuineness of the agitation and withdraw the proposal of separating from 
Bengal its best portion ? | 


43. The same paper has the following :— 


in coming to Calcutta. No one is grudging expense now chat the question is 


An article headed“ What will be the evil u 


iti ti d th Gh at | 
KA 5 consequences of amalgamation with Assam shad 


Managers of Court of Wards’ appeared in the Sanjivans of the 3lst December 
. last (see Report on Native Papers for 9th January, 
paragraph 22) and, being reprinted in pamphlet form, was distributed in many 
places in East Bengal. Lord Curzon in his Mymensingh speech made an 
elaborate attempt to meet the arguments advanced in that article against 
the proposed transfer, One of the arguments advanced in the article was as 
follows: —“ The tea-planters of Assam and the indigo-planters of Bihar are 
great favourites with Lord Curzon. And one of Lord Curzon’s chief aims in 
life is to make the task of administering this country easier by making them 


powerful. The indigo-planters of Bihar are now serving as Managers of 


zamindaris in Bihar. The ee of Assam, too, will find easy means 
of growing rich and powerful by securing managerships of Court of Wards 
estates, after the amalgamation of Dacca, Mymensingh, and Chittagong with 


Assam. Bengalis will thus be deprived of the opportunities of serving even 


as Managers of zamindaris. Most Civilians in Bihar are either under the 
influence of the indigo-planters or fear them, and most Civilians in Assam, 
too, are either under the influence of the tea-planters of Assam or fear them. 
It is easily deducible, then, that there will be an ascendancy of tea-planters in 
the newly-constituted province.” 2 | 


— 


Lord Curzon’s reply to this was: —“ J have seen the absurd suggestion 


that the plan is devised in order to provide billets for the planters who are to 
be converted into Managers of Court of Wards’ estates and other desirable 
posts.“ But we never said that the plan was devised for that purpose. What 
we said was that we feared that this would be one of the evil consequences 
of the proposed transfer. : Peet dor 
Me shall adduce proofs to show that our fear was not unfounded, Here 
is a list of the estates in Bihar which have come under the management of 
2 of Wards, together with the names of their Managers and their 
ee | | Bs | 8 
(1) Magkra and Nawada in Paina disiriet.— Manager Girija Prasad, 
salary Rs. 100. . ope 
(2) Tiſtari, district Gaya.—Manager M. M. Halliday, salary Rs. 700—50 


—1,000. 3 eat 
(3) Deo and Deorant, district Ga a.—Manag nager A. C. Wright, salary 
Rs. 30050. peu ek | ne : 7 


(4) Hatwa, district Saran— | ca 


(a) Manager A. Ogilvie, salary Re. 1,250—50—1,500 and an 


annual allowance of Rs. 3,000. 
(5) Assistant Manager E. C. Clare, salary Rs. 200. 


\ 


{ 


\ 


Sanstvgut 
arch 10th, 1904. 


( 286 ) 


(5) ‘Bettiah, astrict Champaran— tia 
9 Manager J. R. Lowis, salary Rs. 1,800, 


5) M. F. C. Lawrie, salary Rs. 550. 
e) R. C. Davis, salary Rs. 500. 


and Guardian Rs. 10). 
Rs. 150 and horse allowance Rs. 20. 


11 


6) Narhan in Darbhanga.— Manager T. W. Tweedie, salary Rs, 500. 
8 Surajpur in Sahabad.— Manager Naurangi Lal, salary Rs. 300, 
(8) Seohar in Muzaffarpur district—Manager Rambhajan Chowbe, salary 
Rs, 112-13-9 (as Manager Rs, 102-13-9 and as the minor’s Tutor 


(9) Ratan in the Monghyr district—Manager Shah Muhammad, salary 


(10) Khagra in the Purnea district—Manager A. C. Rolt, salary Rs. 600. 


Will Lord Curzon say, after going through the list, whether our fear or 
his statement is unfounded? Ten of the zamindaris in Bihar are now under 
the management of the Court of Wards, and of these ten, six are under the 


— 44 management of Europeans. It is only the small zamindaris, whose income 


too 
t t 


but we have come to learn by 
the following European indigo-p 


or not. 


it is his own statement that is unfounded. 


„ amendment which was adopted contained the prayer, 
i Va : mau, . 46, The Aitavad LO tete | of the 11th March says: 


7 1 Mareb 11th, 1904. : , he Official Secrets Bill has been 


the Viceroy ties us up and beats us. : 


8 46. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th March is glad that 

1 March u. %%% 00 elaint appa Mr, Savage has been appointed, to enquire into the 
11 Po 1 Relay complaint made by the Marwari community of 
Be on oe Bara Bazar against the corruption of the income- 
tax assessors in Calcutta. It is a well-known fact that the assessors threaten 

the tax-payers with high assessments unless they ‘are bribed. The matter, 

\ therefore, requires careful investigation. ie 

Aura Vir. 47. Tho Arya Varta [Ranchi] of the 12th March says that the present 

| March 12th, 1904. . rate of fees for money-orders, that is, one anna for 


| Rate of money-order fees. 


N 


\ 


Ban an. 44. A correspondent of the same paper says that, strangely 
Mareb 10th, 1904. pee ek the address which was presented to the Chief 
: an adios. Payer omitted Commissioner of Assam by the residents of Habi- 

988 ganj on the occasion of his recent visit to that 
town, made no mention of the prayer that the people might be granted 
the privilege of electing members of the Local Board, although the draft 


0 poor to entertain the services of European Managers, that are under the 
management of native Managers. Lord Curzon might ask, what proof is there 
tha he European Managers of the estates mentioned above are indigo- 
planters? There is, it is true, nothing in any official document to show the 
antecedents of the European Managers and Assistant Managers named above, 
} fe rivate enquiry that within the last few years 
* have been appointed managers and 
Assistant Managers of Court of Wards’ estates, viz., Messrs. Lowis, Ogilvie, 
Rolt, Davis, Laurie, Clare, and Wright. We are not in a position to say now 
if the other European Managers, etc., named above were ever indigo-planters 


Will one’s fear be called unfounded, if after seeing what is taking place 
in Bihar, one fears that the same thing will take place in East Bengal on its 
transfer to Assam? And we ask Lord Curzon to say if it is our fear or if 


enough, 


passed ; it 
is now the turn of the Universities Bill, which, too, 
will soon find a place on the Statute Book. Then as to the partition of Ben 
we have since reading His Excellency’s speeches come to the conclusion that 
in that matter also Lord Curzon will have his way. Police reform is still 
a matter of the distant future, and about the separation of the judicial and 
executive functions we hear nothing. Lord Curzon is dilatory in regard to those 
matters in which the need of reform is urgent, and his excess of energy i 
1 observable only in harmful and unnecessary changes. We can only 
«| ie our own ill-luck. The Viceroy’s energy and courage are misdirected, and he 
t ä has set about working our ruin in the guise of reform. What can we do, 
helpless and poor subjects as we are? We must perforce be patient, even 


18 
call this 


if 


five rupees or less, is too much for poor labourers, 
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incomes are very small, It is to. be hoped that the Postal authorities 
will be pleased to fix the rate according to the following scale :-— ) | 


Amount af order. Fo 
Rs. A. v. 
a ots % ee 
0 ace 
Dua „ 
1 . 
If such a scale is adopted, the concession will be a great boon to the 


oor. | 
‘ 48, The Datly Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 15th March says: — Dar Hrrav apt, 
We are aware that reason cannot prevail against March 15th, 1904 

The Government growing more force, that Government can force any law it likes 
* on a subject people. The matter would be quite 
different if we were subjects of Russia, or if we were born when the forges 
of barbarism were strong. Government in its greed of power now curtails 
our rights, introdyces stringent laws, influences the administration of justice 
in its own favour, promotes worthless and dishonest officials, and dier 
merit, These considerations should not deter us from criticising Government 
measures, The on 11 difficulties we may have to face for doing this 
are part of the discipline essential to our advancement. F 

Repressive government cannot continue for ever. And official repression 
is not the result merely of disagreeable acts on our part. It can never be that 
the authorities have come to dislike the people merely because the latter have 
asked unpleasant questions, have made keen criticisms, gnd published official. 
secrets. The authorities may be pleased if we say ditto to them at every 
step, but is that any reason why we should really do so? The authorities get 
irritated whenever we oppose their interests. If we are to shrink at every 
official frown then we shall have no rights left. | 

Everybody knows that Eurasians are provided for in all Government 
departments in utter disregard of the claims of worthier natives. Should we 
not protest? We must oppose, regardless of official frowns or favours. This 
ought to be our rule of conduct, „„ pole 

Our fate depends on the jdiosyncracy und benevolence of individual 
officials, Lord Lytton took away the liberty of the Vernacular Press, and 
Lord Ripon restored it. Such changes depend on the will of the ruler for the 
time being. Such ups and downs of fate are inevitable in a despotic system 

of government. If the officials here were responsible, then public opinion 
would, as in England, have a value. Now our only hope is in the people of 
England. When they will attend to our concerns, then only will our wants be 
removed, our grievances redressed. Until then we must rely on the favour 
of individual rulers, _ : oe eis 

Such being the case, we ought to make proper use of such rights as we 
bare We have the * of discussion; we should discuss according to our 

ghts so long as we can. We have the right of interpellation; we should 
exercise it as long as we can. „ | 1 

If the Government gets annoyed and deprives us of our rights, what 
power have we to prevent them? This course of action 1 us in 
temporay difficulties, but reform will follow close on their heels. . Injustice and 
Oppression can never exist for ever in this world. Patience should be the 
watchword of those who look for reform. Moreover, we are British subjects; 
and, as such, we cannot for long be deprived of the rights which British — 
subjects enjoy elsewhere, 

Loyalty is inherent in our nature. It also conicides with our self. interest. 
We are ourselves incapable of managing the affairs of our country, We have 
tried to learn what our rulers’ have taught us. We are dependent on them * ny 
at every step. In many cases we disre ard merit and ae to temptation. : 1 7 
These and other vices we have. Is that any reason why we should not 7 
display such fitness as we have? Have all these hundred yesrs spent in a 


contact with the officials been utterly wasted? We are not prepared to 
admit that. e , es 


i 
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There is another point. This is an age of progress. When even a 


despotic government like Russia is on the path of advancement, it can never 


be that a country under Britain’s rule shall be kept out of the light. If we 
cause the authorities temporary annoyance, it only shows that our path to 
progress is being made more easy. 

49. Referring to the Government’s scheme for the establishment of an 
| Agricultural Research Station and an Agricultural 
note Government. Resolation on College at Pusa, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 
College. 10th March writes as follows:— 

| It is perhaps by a mere accident that Lord 
Curzon has made in his Resolution the confession that the institution is 
going to be established for the benefit of the indigo-planters. 

Lord Curzon was at first in great difficulty about finding out the right 
man for the post of Director and Principal of the institution, and well he 
might be, seeing the variety of subjects the institution is intended to: deal 
with, Lord Curzon cast his eyes all the world over, but nowhere did he find 
a man who would suit his choice. At last, he withdrew his glance from the 
outside world and directed it homewards, and lo! he was astonished to find 
at home the very jewel for which he had been ransacking the world. His 
eye lighted upon Mr. Bernard Coventry, Manager of the Dalsingh Sarai Indigo 

actory, and he at once appreciated his fitness for the post. : 

A correspondent of ours writes as follows regarding Mr. Coventry :— 

A rumour was heard before the publication of the Government Resolution 
that an indigo-planter, named Mr. Coventry, would be appointed to the 
directorship of the institution. Both the Sanjivani and the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika wrote against such an appointment. But Press advice carries no 
weight with Lord Curzon, who, — he is piqued by newspaper remarks, 
deems it beneath his dignity to guide himself by the advice of the Press. 
He is, also, never without his arguments, which may or may not have any 
worth. His arguments in favour of the appointment of Mr. Coventry, for 
instance, have very little value. But, however that might be, he discovered 
a great agricultural scientist in Mr. Coventry, although Mr. Coventry had 
received no education in any special subject and although his qualification 
as a practical agriculturist in India is quite unknown to us. He may have 
a profound knowledge about the cultivation of indigo, but we have yet to 
learn what he knows about the cultivation of paddy, wheat, and pulses, We 
have heard that Mr. Coventry came to India as a poor man and was fortunate 
enough to secure in the Dalsingh Sarai Indigo Factory a post worth Rs. 100. 
Luckily for Mr, Coventry, he soon succeeded in marrying the daughter of the 
8 of the factory and was raised to its Managership on a salary of 


. 800. Recently an experimental indigo farm was started at Dalsingh Sarai 


| 4 the efforts of the indigo-planters and with the help of the Government. 


Mr. Coventry was the principal promoter of this farm, and he, therefore, 


easily succeeded in securing its Managership. We do not know what 


Mr. Coventry's work was on this farm, but we know that a Mr. Helcock, an 
agricultural chemist, who was appointed for the farm, was not long able to 
remain in his post. Mr. Helcock's successor, Mr. Blochsan, too, is said to be 
unable to pull on well with Mr. Coventry, because the latter is quite incapable 
of supervising his subordinate's work. And now as Director of the Pusa 
Institute, Mr. Coventry will surely draw a salary of Rs. 1,500 or Rs. 2,000 
a month. Could Government find no fitter man for the post? It has not 
been right for Lord Curzon to overlook the claims of 1 . Ambica Charan 
Sen, District Judge; of Mr. Bhupal Chandra Bose, Assistant Director of 
Land Records in Assam; of Mr. Nagendra Nath Banerji, a former Assistant 
Director of the Department of Agriculture and now Manager of the large 

icultural farm in Hutwa; and of Mr. Devendra Nath Mukherji, who are 


7 exper of the Calcutta University and had an agricultural training in 
England at the Government’s expense. 


It is strange that Lord Curzon has, after all, appointed an indigo-planter 
to the Prineipalhip of the Pusa Institute and College—a man who is innocent 


of science and who has never had any connection with a University! We do 
not know whom His Excellency will next appoint to the posts of Bacteriologist, 
- Biologist, Botanist, and Horticulturist to the Institute. Lord Curzon says that 


pan 
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if competent men are not found in this country, such men will be brought from 
England. After the appointment of an indigo-planter to the Principalship, 
we have despaired of any good following from the establishment of the Institute. 

We know Lord Curzon will pay no heed to what we say. But we feel 
hound to ask His Excellency not to confirm Mr. Coventry in his post without 
an enquiry into the cause which led Mr. Helcock to sever his connection with 
the indigo farm. N 

50. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th March has the following 
on the proposed Agricultural College at Pusa :— 

Some are blaming the Government for 
selecting a European indigo-planter as Principal of 
the College. We want work. If the work is well done by an indigo-planter 
we have no reason to object. What is desired is the appointment of a man 
with a knowledge of local conditions. We do not think there is absolutely 
no native fit for the post. But the authorities would have Europeans for the 
higher appointments, with natives as assistants. Why should we expect a 
deviation in this case from the usual rule which decides the fate of natives? 
Nevertheless if this college contributes In some measure, however small, 
to the advancement of agriculture in this country, then we shall have to thank 
Lord Curzon for one real act of beneficence. 

51. Lord Curzon, says the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th March, has 
seen by a stretch of his imagination that his pet 
| scheme of the Memorial Hall willbe likely to do 
immense good to the peuple of this country, His Excellency also said, with 
great delight, that the Hall would stand as a monument of national glory .and 
national history demonstrating to the world that India had a past to be proud 
of. We have nothing to say to all this. We do not wish to stand in the way 


The proposed Agricultural 
College at Pusa. 


The Victoria Memorial. 


of the Viceroy’s giving himself up to the enjoyment of self-satisfaction over 


his own work. But it has made us uneasy to hear of what he said about the 
cost, which, according to him, would exceed fifty-eight lakhs of rupees, the 
amount which has been collected. Attempts, too, are being made to collect 
more money. Tempted by the prospect of gaining official favour or quite 
upset by the fear of incurring official displeasure, the unfortunate native Princes 
and those stupid wealthy people in this country who always hanker after 


DalLy Hrtavabdi, 


March 15th, 1004. 


HITAVADI, 
March 11th, 1904, 


titles subscribed towards the Memorial fund beyond their means, And now | 


asthe Viceroy has expressed u desire for more money, somehow or other 
more money must be given. But does it speak well for Lord Curzon’s heart 
thus to suck the life-blood of the poor subjects on the plea of perpetuating the 
memory of the late Empress? Will he not let the native Princes and the rich 
men alone before he has made them bankrupt?» ) 


52. The Basumati Calcutta] of the 12th March, in noticing the Viceroy’s 


The Victoria Memorial Halt, sbeech on the Victoria Memorial Hall, says:— 
namely, that more money is wanted. Fifty-eight lakhs have been already 
subscribed, but he is not content with that: more is required to embellish and 
decorate the Hall. Our ccuntry is so wretchedly poor that people hardly 
get two full meals a day. There is always a scarcity present in some part or 
other of it, and in the hot season there is a water-famine too. We have seen 
how much tempting and mancgnvring was required on the part of the officials 
to raise this half-crore. And still the cry is for more. Surely the funds at the 
disposal of our worthless and title-hunting rich men are not limitless. Then, 
as to ordinary people, many of ‘them have contributed thrice. How can they 
help again? It requires no small effrontery and boldness to take money out of 
Poor people's pockets to gratify one's own whims. It is doubtful if any one 

ever wasted so much money as Lord Curzon has done over the Delhi Darbar 
and the Memorial Hall. 18 ee 


III .— LEGISLATION. 


53. The Sri Sri Vishnu E te cic Baear Patrixa [Calcutta] of the 9th 
The Official Sec arch writes as follows :— : 
: a 72 5 82 . The English Government has come to adopt, 
as we have often remarked before, a more cautious line of policy in regard to 


BasU NAH. 
March 12th, 1904. 


One important thing the Viceroy has said, 


Sri Sai Visayrv 
Praiya-0-ANANDA 
Bazak PATRIKA, 


March 9th, 1904, 
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the administration of India and that for the following reasons :—(1) Govern- 
ment now often distrusts the Indians; (2) Government now likes to do many 
things in seeret; (2) the alienation between Government and the people is 
daily becoming deeper; (4) many official secrets are now published in 


hese reasons have led Government to pass an Official Secrets Act of a 


more stringent character. As a result of much agitation many of its most 
alarming features have been removed, but even as it is its fangs will not be 


the less fatal to the public. It is a striking fact that the man in charge of the 
Bill is one who has little to do with law. Sir A. Arundel is an officer of the 
Public Works Department, whose business is to measure bricks, wood, lime, etc., 
and to survey roads and fielde. It therefore goes without saying thata 
measure framed by him must be unjust. Indeed, Sir Arundel Arundel’s 
monstrous measure has alarmed his colleagues in the Council. 

The objections that were made by Mr. Gokhale, Dr. Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyaya, and Nawab Shiraj Muhammad against the Bill were such as 
would commend themselves to every sensible mind. But, strangely enough, 
Government did not feel it to be its duty to listen to those objections. Gov- 
ernment now pays no regard whatever to native opinion. It was not go, 
however, some years ago. 


A great change has now come over the spirit of the policy of Government— 
a change that has filled every patriotic and thoughtful Indian with alarm, The 
reasonable and earnest remonstrances of the leaders of Indian public opinion 
are being constantly disregarded, and a strong, overbearing spirit is asserting 
itself more and more in the policy of Government. | 

The shape in which the Bill has been passed has filled us not only with 
despair but with great alarm. Dr. Mukhopadhyaya hasrightly said that the 
subtle wording of this Bill may have the effect of entangling even innotent 
persons in the meshes of the law. There can be no doubt, besides, that it 
will be a source of great alarm and uneasiness to newspaper editors. 


Indeed, it is impossible to give an idea of the extent to which the freedom 
of the press will be circumscribed by this most dreadful measure. We are 
clearly oß opinion that the main object of this measure is to gag the press. 
The wording of its provisions is indistinct and of very wide application. Its 
definitions are most indefinite. Government will be able, with its help, to 
prosecute newspaper editors at every step, and no efforts will then enable those 
editors to get out of the scrape. The arguments brought forward by 
Mr. Gokhale in this connection are unanswerable. This evidence of the growing 
mutnal distrust of Government and the people has amazed and grieved us and 
filled us with despair. We never dreamt that so dreadful a measure would 
be passed during the administration of the enlightened and generous Lord 
Curzon. 


It is useless to discuss the Viceroy’s speech, for he is not in the habit of 
respecting others’ opinion a8 he does his own. We do not believe that he 
does not consider the objections of the natives reasonable, or that the natives 
are unable to explain their views to him. It is easy to awake a sleeping man, 
but no efforts can rouse him who only pretends to be asleep. When will the 
representative of our courteous and most kind Sovereign learn to feel for us? 


54. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 9th March says:— 
tli Miia te How long shall we see this farce enacted? 
„ Men may cry themselves hoarse, men may rend 
the air with their cries, and may fill Government House itself with their echoes, 
and disturb the pleasant repose of the Viceroy—but nothing will avail. The 
Viceroy has set his heart on getting this Bill passed. No objections will count 
for anything. There is no want of selfish out-and-out supporters of Govern- 
ment in the Council, in spite of the presence of the few elected members, all 
of whom were united in their, protest against this Bill. But what was the 
good? And why should such “yang have any effect atall? These are not 
the days for plain dealing. There is no lack of fairness in words, but there 
is no fairness in acts. In cases like this, there should be no attempt at justi- 
fication. Such attempts are sure to provoke retorts from the other side. Every- 
body would have been glad if Government had said outrig t,“ This Bill has 
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/ , . 
ied. in spite of all arguments to the contrary.” In that case we would 
ce 2 compe led to accept with bowed heads the will of our masters. 
Considering all this, is it not good policy for us to hold our tongues? We 
expect that the Universities Bill will be passed in the same way. t Bengal 
is under an evil star. I: is also destined to be partitioned. 
Government should not try to veil the real question: at issue by trying to 
justify it by arguments. It will be enough to declare that its will shall be 
supreme. How long will this farcical show of 1 e continue ? 
55. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th March says :— 1 
g The Official Secrets Bill was passed into law March 12ch, 1904. 
last Friday. The authorities have gained their 
point by a majority of votes. The measure cast a stain on the fair fame of 
all editors, white or black, and diffused the fame of Lord Curzon all over India. 


What is the use of sighs and regrets now? Let us all now unite in crying, 
„ Hurrah for Lord Curzon!” 


The Official Secrets Act. 


IV.—Native States. 


56. The Pratinidhi [Comiila] of the 27th February complains of mis- Fin n — 
government in ‘Tippera. „ 
The public debt already amounts to 13 to 14 lakhs 
and is still increasing. Fat berths are being created, in utter disregard of 
the actual necessities of the case. A highly-paid officer has been appointed 
in order to strengthen the executive and judicial departments. Still people are 
daily losing faith in the justice administered. Even such an impartial 
and just Political Agent as Mr. Scroope has felt compelled to interfere and 
transfer a case from the file of the Magistrate at Agartala to the British Courts. 
Again, there was no effort made by the State to clear the reputation of its own 
Judge in the case of Haranath Chaudhury. Forty thousand rupees were 
spent on the occasion of the Viceroy’s visit to Chittagong. We do not know 
ja’s trip to the hills has cost. Looking at all these we may 


Misgovernment in Tippera. 


how much the Maharaj 
well ask, Is there no one at the helm of the vessel of State?“ 


V.—Prospeots or THE CROPS AND. CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


57. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 8th Burpwan Sava, 


writes ine in March 8th, 1904. 
S 3 writes that there is terrible famine in 


6 agram, a village under thana Ausgram in the 

Burdwan district. There have been no crops in 

this and the adjoining villages for the last three years. Many have died, and 

many others have left for other places in search of food. Government is asked 

to start relief works. n | 3 
58. The Ratnakar | Asansol] of the 12th March says, on the authority of i. 


3 aa coxrespondent, that great scarcity of food prevails March 12th, 1904. 
n Hat Ramnagar, Chella, Ronda and other villages 
under Bolpur thana in district Birbhum. : ) 


-VI.—Miscentaweous. 


59. The Mitavarta [Calcutta] of the 6th March says that there is no Himvann, 
1 doubt about the fact that Lord Curzon is a very March eth, 1904. 
iceroy. pe 
25 good speaker and a first-class politician. In this 
respect His Excellency excels all his predecessors in the Viceroyalty. But, 
on the other hand, no other Viceroy did India such an evil turn as he has been 
doing it. He has adopted various means for draining the wealth of India, | 
and, by his acts, has very much displeased the Indian people. 
60. The Sanjivani Calcutta] of the 10th March says that Lord Curzaon sassrvam. 
3 bas contributed Rs. 250 towards the centenary March 10th, 1904. 
es tee ee 1 to fund of the Bible Society. In the letter which 
me f ae His Excellency’s Private Secretary wrote in : 
forwarding the money he said that the Christian Scriptures, the Bible, contained | 
lessons which were beneficial to all religions and to all mankind, and Lord an 
Curzon, therefore, thought that nothing but good would ke done by the : — 
wide publication of the book. But does Lord Curzon really believe the a | 1 


. £28 
> SS 


Sr were 
SRR Ss Cn: Sok a 
ols ; 


be may Tee 7 
NS | oe e e 
N „ — 


* es 
„ ea 2 eye al ; . . 


2 Os ge ey oh 
la eee. 1 J * 4 e ip 


RaNGaLarY, 
March 13th, 1904, 


UTKaLDIPIKAp 
March 5th, 1904, 


UTKaLDIFIKA, 


URIYa aND 
Na vaaagMuvan, 


March 2nd, 1906. 


(62925 


lessons of the Bible to be beneficial? Matthew, Chapter II, says:“ Nowy 
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod, the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem.“ Does Lord 
Curzon believe that there are wise men in the east? Matthew, Chapter V, 
says: —“ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.“ Does Lord Curzon 
believe in the greatness of humility and meekness? Again, Matthew, 
Chapter VII, says: — Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye; then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s 
eye.” Has Lord Curzon read this verse? 

61. The Rangalay { Calcutta] of the 13th March writes as follows :— 

As lately on a still, moonlight night—night, 
which is sacred to the birth of Gora (Chaitanya), the 
great religious reformer of Bengal, I sat in the Beadon Park, sleep came upon 
me and lo! there appeared to me in a vision a figure all white in the garb of a 
mendicant. I looked at the young, white ascetic and it seemed to me that 
his was a known face. I again looked well at the figure and saw the follow- 
iug inscriptions on his heal “ He who trusts in me him shall I undo,” 
„ The white man’s burden,” May my soul mg utter the word ‘ white, 
white, white, Outwardly white and inwardly black, let us put down the 
outside black.“ 


On the scrip suspended from the staff in his right hand I found the 
following inscriptions :—‘‘ You should conceal everything as if you were con- 
cealing you mother’s paramour,” and on the other side“ Educational Reform“ 
and also Conquest of Heaven,” Revolution in Bengal” and Glory to the 
white name.” On the gourd which he carried in his left hand I found written :— 
“The Victoria Memorial Hall. Subscriptions payable at option.” As the 
wind swept away his garb from his breast I found written there:—‘* The Delhi 
Darbar” and ‘ the Persian Coast.” 


Presently a gentle, voice fell upon my startled ear. The voice 
declared :— 


6 o relieve India of its burden, to remove the sufferings of all sentient 
beings, to proclaim the Name to all from the highest to the meanest and to make 
the land overflow with love to the white was I born in this land. To rescue 
learning, to make the Russian faint away, to deceive the black, to rend 
the demon of Tibet, to make the white spread, to deprive India of all heroes, 
to strain off its cream, to decapitate the many-headed black subjects, to teach 


A vision. 


and spread slavery and to crush the pride of the Bengali was I born here out of 


pure charity. I am a devoted worshipper of gora (the white).“ 


1 then worshipped him and said:“ How shall J, who am ignorant, 
enumerate your twelve achievements? You have made two out of one. 
You have achieved the impossible. Protect me who am poor and helpless. 
No matter whether or no you give me any food to eat, or adopt means to 
prevent deaths from plague, or send me to the Tibet War, but vet protect me.” 

When I had said this, the white figure cast upon me a benignant glance 
and said: ‘‘ Henceforth the white should be your tulelary god. Worship no 
longer black gods, Let the white name be your devotional utterance, the 
worship of the white your devout practice, and the temple of the white the 
temple of your god,” : | 


Uniyva Papers. 


62. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the ‘5th March states -that there was 
no rain in the Cuttack town in the last week and 


More rein needed in Cuttack that rain is badly wanted, as the mung crop and 


3 7 mango blossoms have greatly suffered for want 
of it. e 
| 63. The same paper states that the health of 
Rene & Colne tors the Cuttack town is good. 


64. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 2nd March states that 


0 Rn 8 rages in almost all parte of the Balasore 


. 4 


ie 


State. 


the Japanese sick and wounded. 


7 
0 
— 
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65. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 5th 


Fires in Puri town. 


March says that fire 


reaks out in different parts 
of the Puri town almost every day, the people 


surmising that some bad characters are at the bottom of this affair. 
66. The Talcher correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] 


The visit of some Tributary 
Chiefs to Talcher town. 


of the 2nd March states that the Talcher town pre- 
sented a lively scene in the last month when it was 
graced by the presence of the Dhenkanal, Hindole, 


and Pallahara Rajas, who went there in company with the Superintendent of 


Tribu 


ciated by the Talcher people and the Talcher Chief. 
67. The same paper appears to be in favour of the tax that is proposed 
to be levied on pilgrims who visit the shrine of 


The proposed Puri pilgrim- tax. 


Mahals, Orissa, and took part in some important ceremonies of the 
his condescension on the part of the aforesaid Rajas is highly appre- 


Jagannath in Puri. The writer believes that the 


tax will be light and will exempt the really poor from its operation 
68, Referring to the lease of several acres of waste land in Mayurbhunj 


Lease of waste land to a Bengali 
capitalist by the Mayurbhunj 
State. 


secure a foothold in that Tributa 


69. The Samvad Vahika [ 


Distress in the Balasore district. 


8 State. 


to a Bengali capitalist by the Mabaraja of that 
State, the same 


per regrets to point out that 


the Maharaja should have tried to find out a Uriya 
capitalist before encouraging the foreigners to 


alasore] of the 3rd March regrets to learn 
that the people of Kamarda in the northern part of 
the Balasore district are in 
have had short crops for the past two or three years an 


reat distress, They 
this has exhausted 


all their resources. They are now selling off their cooking utensils and their 


cattle. 


An appeal for help on behalf of 


The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 
70. The same paper makes an earnest appeal to the 

| contribute something towards the help of the sick 
and wounded Japanese and the wives and children 
of such of them as have been killed. The writer 


ople of Orissa to 


reminds his readers that the Japanese contributed Rs. 50,000 towards the help 
of the famished Indians a few years ago, and it is but proper that the Indians 
should serve the Japanese in their turn. : é 
71. Radhagobinda Das, a correspondent of the Utkaldipika (Cuttack; 

| of the 5th March, brings a case of oppression to the 


sah Serer geet — from the notice of the Balasore District Board and the 


Balasore District Magistrate. A large number of 
men and women were congregated in the sacred precincts of god Akhandaleswar 


in a village situated on the junction of the Baitarani and Salandi rivers — 
and at a distance of about seven miles from the Chandbali 


Shivaratri day. Two fe 


port on the last 


boats under two boatmen were employed in 
conveying the devotees from one side of the river to the other. 


They charged 


double rates against the rules and detained passengers for several hours. 
72. The same paper gives a short account of the Exhibition held at Angul 


The Angul Exhibition. 


on the 19th of the last month, and says that the 
Exhibition proved successful mainly through the 


exertions of Mr. Smith, the Deputy Commissioner, and his Assistant, Rai Naran 


Chandra Naik, Bahadur, 


ie NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bexcat: TRrans.ator’s Orriox, 
The 19th March, 1904. 
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